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Cockroach Supremacy
By Edward Baker

P.B. Cornwell started his 2-volume work on cockroaches
with “The Cockroach is probably the most obnoxious insect
known to man." Many would agree, even if they weren’t writing an
introduction to part of the Rentokil Library.

There is, however, more to cockroaches than being a pest
in our homes and workplaces. The truth is that less than 1% of all
cockroach species can be considered pests. The rest live mainly
in the tropical and subtropical regions of the world and have no
association with humans. They may be metallic green, be active
during the day or have spots that glow in the dark. Some leave
their egg case (ootheca) loose on the soil for the young to fend for
themselves. Others incubate it internally in a special pouch. In a
few species the young nymphs live on their mother’s back. There
are even a few species that pair for life and spend 2 years caring
for a single brood. This is an incredible reproductive diversity.
Indeed with the recent confirmation of termites (previously of the






